Skills Worksheet

Chapter 21 (A Family of Planets)
Section 1 (Our Solar System)  pgs. 644-647


1.
Ancient astronomers knew that planets were


a.
wandering stars.
c.
physical bodies.


b.
full of life.
d.
easy to explore.



2.
What scientific instrument first made it possible to study the stars and planets?


a.
gyroscopes
c.
spectroscopes


b.
microscopes
d.
telescopes



3.
Which famous 17th century scientist used a telescope to explore the sky?


a.
Copernicus
c.
Galileo


b.
Charles Darwin
d.
Isaac Newton

Our Solar System


4.
The sun, the planets, and many smaller bodies make up the _____________________________________.

The Discovery of the Solar System



5.
Which new bodies were discovered during the 17th century, after the telescope was introduced?


a.
Uranus and Pluto
c.
Uranus and its moons


b.
Neptune and Uranus
d.
the moons of Jupiter and Saturn
The Inner and Outer Solar Systems



6.
How many planets are in the inner solar system?


a.
10
c.
4


b.
15
d.
3



7.
How many planets are in the outer solar system?


a.
6
c.
11


b.
4
d.
20
8.  
Is Earth part of the inner solar system or the outer solar system?  ______________
9.  The inner planets are also called ______________________ ____ planets because their surfaces are dense and rocky.


10.
What are the four planets of the inner solar system?


11.
What are the four planets of the outer solar system?


12.
Why are the outer planets called gas giants?


13.
How do the inner planets differ from the planets of the outer solar system?
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